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Policy for Virginia Tech Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) Reporting to the NIH Office of Science Policy (OSP)

1.0   Annual Reports to OSP Regarding IBC Membership

In accordance with NIH Guidelines Section IV-B-2-a-(3), Virginia Tech must file an annual report to the NIH OSP using the NIH RMS online system (https://ibc-rms.od.nih.gov/Contents/IBC_HOME.aspx).   The annual report includes a review and update of the cuurent IBC member roster. 

Also, OSP should be notified of any changes in committee membership when they occur. This report is submitted by updating the IBC member roster, on the NIH RMS online system.  Members can be deleted from the roster with no further information necessary.  Additon of new members needs to include:     

· Inclusion of the new member(s) with information regarding the area(s) of expertise 

· Biosketches (e.g., curricula vitae, resume) for each new members on the committee.     

2.0 
Reporting Significant Problems, Violations of NIH Guidelines, or Significant Research-Related Accidents or Illnesses to OSP
2.1   General Significant Problem and Violation Reporting Requirements

In accordance with Section IV-B-2-b-(7) of the NIH Guidelines the Virginia Tech IBC will report "...any significant problems, violations of the NIH Guidelines, or any significant research-related accidents and  illnesses" to NIH OSP within 30 days. Appendix G of the NIH Guidelines specifies certain types of accidents that must be reported on a more expedited basis. Reportable events are defined in the NIH OSP frequently asked questions (FAQs) found at:  https://osp.od.nih.gov/biotechnology/nih-guidelines-faqs/. 
2.2  BSO Action and Reporting

The BSO or ABSO will, following receipt of the Lab Incident Report from the Lab Director or Lab Manager, complete the Incident Report Template (found online at: https://osp.od.nih.gov/biotechnology/nih-guidelines/), which mirrors the NIH OSP template. Incident reports will include sufficient information to allow for an understanding of the nature and consequences of the incident, as well as its cause. The report will also include the measures that the institution took in response to mitigate the problem and to preclude its reoccurrence.  The BSO will provide IBC members with a copy of the report for discussion and further input, and the final draft will be routed through the Institutional Official (IO).  As noted in Section 2.1 above, the final Incident Report template will be sent to NIH OSP within 30 days of the incident/accident.

2.3 Other Incident or Noncompliance Reporting to OSP
Other IBC reporting requirements (to NIH and other agencies) include but are not limited to: 

· Research involving rsNA and biohazardous materials, agents and toxins without prior IBC approval.

· Lax security, unsafe procedures used in a laboratory setting, improper disposal of recombinant waste.

· Significant changes to proposed research risk without prior notification and approval by IBC.

3.0  Reporting Public Comments Regarding the IBC and its Actions to OBA

In compliance with NIH/OBA  Guidelines, Section IV-B-2-a-(7), any public comments made on Virginia Tech IBC actions, and the IBC’s response to those comments, will be  forwarded by the IBC, through the IO, to the National Institute of Health via email (NIHGuidelines@od.nih.gov). 
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