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Policy Addressing Conflict of Interest for Members of the
Virginia Tech Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC)
In accordance with Section IV-B-2-a-(4) of the NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant and Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules, no member of the Virginia Tech IBC may be involved (except to provide information requested by the IBC) in the review or approval of a project in which he/she has been or expects to be engaged or has a direct financial interest.

When a member has a conflict of interest, the member should notify the IBC Chair and may not participate in the IBC review or approval except to provide information if the committee requests such.  Other examples of conflict of interest cases include:

•
A member is involved in a potentially competing research program.

•
Accesses to funding or intellectual information may provide an unfair competitive advantage.

•
A member’s personal biases may interfere with his or her impartial judgment.

Members who may have a conflict of interest may not be counted toward a quorum and may not vote.

Approved 4/9/2019
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